American Literature and Composition Honors

Cannery Row Notebook

Instructor:  Michael Thornton





Students from all American Literature classes offered their ideas on projects for the unit on Cannery Row by John Steinbeck.  Proposals for connecting community and place in this project can be divided into four categories:  (1) writing that connects a student’s communities to the communities featured in the book; (2) art that symbolizes the communities in the book or a student’s groups; (3) pictures that capture the essential traits of these communities; and (4) stories, anecdotes, or interviews that focus on the members of these communities.  The “Cannery Row Notebook” will feature one aspect of each of these.

Writing.  Each student must write at least one page that mimics Steinbeck’s “prologue” to Cannery Row, that begins, “Cannery Row in Monterey in California is a poem, a stink, a grating noise, a quality of light, a tone, a habit, a nostalgia, a dream.”  (This prologue is available from the Steinbeck Institute, and is posted on the class website.)  Use the same kind of language and sentence structures, similar concrete details, to set the scene that connects your communities and the places where they can be found.  This is a creative nonfiction essay about the communities.
Art.  The art that becomes part of the notebook can be a map of the sacred places that distinguish the student’s communities – an article on mapping the sacred places is available from the Steinbeck Institute and is posted on the class website.  It can be a board game that features the communities.  It can be a quilt whose patches suggest parts of a community or different communities.  It can be a painting or a sculpture that symbolizes the communities that the student has chosen to explore.  This is a figurative piece. 

Pictures.  These can be photos, a collage, illustrations, portraits that realistically depict the communities, their members, their locales, the physical places that the communities inhabit.  Think businesses, restaurants, cultural centers that define the community.  This is a literal component of the notebook.

Stories.  These can be creative, descriptive stories about the community and its members; or anecdotes, one-act scenes that show the language of the members; or interviews with the members of the various communities.  This is the narrative piece.

· The “write-like” or essay should be one page.  
· The art can be a one-page map, or model of a board game, or model of a quilt, or any art object that represents the communities.  
· Three to five pictures or illustrations or photos or pictures, or a digital presentation that features these pictures of places in the communities is sufficient for this component of the notebook.  
· A short story, or two anecdotes, or three interviews begin to tell the story of the communities.  
All of these parts of the notebook could actually be contained within a notebook or scrapbook; three-dimensional art may go beyond the parameters of a notebook.  A digital presentation of the pictures must be contained on a flash drive – the better option may simply be hard copies of the photos or illustrations.
