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9th grade English and Science

A Collaborative Project :John Steinbeck ‘s The Pearl , Literature and Science
Objective: this collaborative project encourages the connection between literature and the science behind the story. While the English class focuses on the text, the science class will introduce students to the environment and ecology of the focal object in the story.

The Pearl Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan for Grade 9, English 1
Prepared by Mrs. Smith
Objectives: 
Students will note comparisons and contrasts between the film and the text. 
Students will evaluate and form their own opinions about the film interpretation.
Students will link previous knowledge of symbolism to the film by completing a graphic organizer.
Students will learn to not just watch a video or movie instead of reading an assigned text. 
EDUCATION STANDARDS
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.7  Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2  Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
MATERIALS NEEDED
1. The Pearl film starring Richard Harris

2. Ch 6 of The Pearl by J. Steinbeck

3. Graphic organizer worksheet

4. Students will need to reference their symbolism webquest sheet or reference the webquest at the following web address: http://www.aacps.org/aacps/boe/INSTR/CURR/COMED/HSWebQuest/ScarletIbis/index.htm

ACTIVITIES 
Prior Knowledge: Students have written a symbolism literary analysis, completed the symbolism webquest, and read background information about John Steinbeck and his works.
Day 1-3: Students will watch the film while taking notes and completing their graphic organizer.
Day 4: Students will discuss and share the characters, motives, representation of culture, etc. from the film.
Day 5: Students will submit their discuss and submit their graphic organizer for a grade. They will talk about the pearl as a symbol and evaluate a theme for Steinbeck’s work.
Day 6: Students will read Chapter 6 and discuss the differences from Steinbeck’s work to Hollywood’s film version.
Science Component

	HS-LS2-7.
	Design, evaluate, and refine a solution for reducing the impacts of human activities on the environment and biodiversity.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of human activities can include urbanization, building dams, and dissemination of invasive species.]


Additional resources: http://www.bajainsider.com/article/history-pearling-la-paz

Activities:

Students will explore the tragedy of the commons in relation to the oyster pearls in La paz Mexico. Students will investigate the history and ecological aspects of the oyster pearl. 
Students will watch a short video on the History of the pearls, making comparisons with the text and movie shown in the English class.

Students will investigate conservation efforts and practices within the pearl industry today.

Students will investigate  the environments in which other pearls around the world are collected, utilized and protected.

