	Category
	4 (90-100)
	3 (80-89)
	2 (70-79)
	1 (60-69)

	Purpose/Introduction
	The paper’s thesis is strong, clearly stated and indicates to the reader a comparison/contrast format for the content. The introduction introduces the general topic and flows smoothly to the specific thesis. It is interesting and captures the interest of the reader. 
	The paper’s thesis is clearly stated and indicates to the reader a comparison/contrast format for the content. The introduction introduces the general topic and flows smoothly to the specific thesis. 
	The paper’s thesis is not clearly evident.  The format is not evident in the thesis and the introduction does not flow smoothly from the general to the more specific.
	The paper has no thesis.  There is no evidence of format and the introduction is merely a summary.

	Content
	The paper points to specific examples and quotes to illustrate the student’s conclusions.  The details are interpreted logically and only relevant details are used to support the thesis, main ideas and conclusions.  The student accurately applies the concepts of the class to the thesis and also applies the thesis to his/her personal life.
	The supporting information is general but explained and related to the student’s conclusions.  The details are interpreted logically and only relevant details are used to support the thesis, main ideas and conclusions.  The student accurately applies the concepts of the class to the thesis. 
	The supporting information is general and not explained and related to the student’s conclusions. The number of supporting details is not adequate to develop the student’s point.  The details may not be interpreted accurately and may not be relevant.  The concepts of the class may not be accurately interpreted in relation to the student’s conclusions.
	There is little supporting information and it is incomplete. The details are not interpreted accurately and may not be relevant.  The concepts of the class are not accurately interpreted in relation to the student’s conclusions.

	Organization
	The organization is parallel and organizes the information point by point, topic by topic, or similarities – differences and utilizes comparison/contrast words and methods to make transitions smooth.  The paper uses a variety of sentence structures.
	The information is organized point by point, topic by topic, or similarities-diferences but does not consistently use use comparison/contrast words and methods to make transitions smooth.  
	The information is inconsistently organized point by point, topic by topic, or similarities-diferences.  Connections between paragraphs, ideas and details are clumsy and obfuscate the student’s point.  
	There is little evidence of a logical comparison/contrast format.  Connections between paragraphs, ideas and details are for the most part nonexistent.  

	MLA Format
	No error in citing sources.
	No error in citing sources.
	Few errors in citing sources.
	Citations nonexistent

	Grammar and Spelling conventions. 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar of spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes more that four errors in grammar of spelling that distract the reader from the content.


