Writing “Place”: Using Steinbeck to Mentor Young Writers
NEH Steinbeck Institute Lesson Plan

Erin Deis, Selma High School, Selma, CA
2011 Institute
Texts:


Cannery Row, “The Chrysanthemums,” East of Eden, 

The Grapes of Wrath, The Log from the Sea of Cortez, Of Mice and Men, The Pastures of Heaven, The Pearl, The Red Pony
Grade Levels:
7-12

Content Objective:
Students will be able to read descriptive passages from various Steinbeck texts and analyze how a writer develops setting, a sense of place, tone and mood to help them revise their own narrative pieces.
Language Objective:
Students will be able to read texts, using visualization strategies for comprehension. Students will be able to verbally discuss and answer questions, related to writing strategies, in small groups and present their findings to the whole class.
Content Standards:

California English Language Arts Standards:

· Writing Strategies 9/10.1.2 – Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active rather than the passive voice.

· Writing Strategies 9/10. 1.9 – Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

· Writing Applications 9/10.2.1 – Write narratives or short stories:

b. 
Locate scenes and incidents in specific places.

c.
Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene

e. 
Make effective use of descriptions of appearance, images, shifting perspectives, and sensory details.

· Listening and Speaking Strategies 9/10.1.0 – Students deliver focused and coherent presentations of their own that convey clear and distinct perspectives and solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to the audience and purpose.
Materials:

· Class set of “Revising our Leads – Setting” worksheets/handouts (see below)

· One sheet of large white butcher paper for each group (construction or poster paper works as well)

· A set of markers (and/or crayons and colored pencils) for each group

· Writing utensil (pen/pencil) and highlighter for each student

· One dictionary for each small group

· Student rough drafts of previously written narrative or short story

· One piece of chart paper and marker for teacher

· At least one copy of each of the following texts with passages/pages highlighted or marked with post its or flags (each group should have a different text)

· Cannery Row – pp 5-7

· “The Chrysanthemums” (from The Long Valley) – pp 1-2 (through “....from cattle and dogs and chickens…”)

· East of Eden – pp 3-6 (Chapter 1, [1])
· The Grapes of Wrath – pp 1-4 (Chapter 1)
· The Log from the Sea of Cortez – pp 62-64 (begin with “As we neared Pulmo Reef…”; end with “…one’s own voice sounds loud and raw.”)
· Of Mice and Men – pp 3-4 (end at “…opening by the green pool.”)
· The Pastures of Heaven – pp 6-7 (end at “…one impenetrable mystery had taken place there.”) 
· The Pearl – pp 2-4 (start with “His blanket was over his nose… and end with “…Kino arose and went into his brush house.”)
· “The Red Pony” (from The Long Valley) – pp 176 (paragraph beginning with “The hills were dry…”
Activity Sequence (Procedures):

Prior to this lesson, students should have crafted a rough draft of a narrative or short story, and this lesson should be delivered during the revision process. Students should be seated in small groups of 3-5.

1. Teacher briefly introduces John Steinbeck as an author who is known for his ability to create a sense of place in his writing. Teacher reminds students that good writers are also good readers who should look to experiment with strategies used by other writers.

2. Teacher asks students to highlight the portion of the leads (in their previously written narratives) that show description of the setting. After highlighting, students should take turns sharing their leads/setting aloud with the others in their small groups.

3. Teacher provides students with copies of texts, worksheets, butcher paper and markers and gives instructions:

a. Students should read their pages/passages aloud once within small groups, using dictionaries to look up any unknown words that affect meaning and comprehension. After reading aloud, the students should read through a second time and begin sketching out, on the butcher paper, what they visualize when they are reading the passage. After sketching, the group should use markers/crayons/colored pencils to fill in details from their visualization of the setting (and characters).

b. After drawing the setting, students should discuss worksheet questions verbally before writing answers down on the worksheet.

4. Once all groups have completed their drawings and questions, each group will:

a. Read their passage aloud.

b. Present their drawing to the class.

c. Summarize their answers to the worksheet questions in front of the whole class.

5. As students are presenting their findings, teacher copies strategies and makes a list of strong adjectives/adverbs on chart paper (which will remain hanging in class as students revise the leads to their narratives.)

Extension Activity:

1. Students will take their previous writing pieces and revise/rewrite their leads, experimenting with strategies and words found within the mentor texts.

Sources:

All page numbers come from Penguin Classics versions of the texts. “The Chrysanthemums” and “The Red Pony” come from The Long Valley.

Name: _________________________________ Date: _________________ Per: ______

Revising Our Narrative Leads – Setting
Writing Mentor:

John Steinbeck

Mentor Text Title:

________________________________________________

Use complete sentences to answer the questions below. Remember, you will be sharing out your answers, along with your visualization of the setting, with the whole class.

1. Which sensory details did the writer use? Write an example/s next to each.

a. See:

b. Smell:

c. Hear:

d. Touch/Feel:

e. Taste:

2. How do you think the writer feels about the setting of this story (what is his/her attitude towards the location)? 

3. How do you know that this is how the writer feels? Find a specific line (or lines) from the text that show(s) why you think this.

4. How do you as a reader feel in reading this passage? What is the writer making you feel (You might be scared or nervous, curious or interested to learn more, excited)?

5. What words did the writer use to create those feelings in you? Write specific words or lines of text below that show why you feel this way.

