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THE DICE ANALYSIS INSTRUCTION


O ftentimes when exploring a text, it makes us question what we are reading: whether that is the 
content by which the author is expressing plot or development, or through the connections we are 
making intertextually. There is no homogenous reader as we all come from different backgrounds and 

qualifying pasts that makes us all unique and individual in our reading experience. Keeping in line with this 
thesis, you will be completing a DICE analysis to help evaluate and investigate the manners by which you 
are entering into or coming away from the text; what I am looking for is your critical engagement with the 
text as both a reader and critic. This is your chance to put the rhetorical spin on close reading and reader 
response theories. 


I am not necessarily looking for deep textual analysis, but rather more engaged readings about how it affects 
you. For each box, you will write a complete sentence—with a quotation from the reading for two of the 
quadrants—for each entry. Try to consider the chapter/s assigned for that given evening in which to provide a 
response. You may wish to return to some of your annotations or reading journals if you kept them that 
helped some students in the past. 


Checklist for the DICE Analysis

_____	 Complete the required reading

_____	 Fold your sheet of paper (landscape) wherein you will have four quadrants

_____	 Fill out the DICE analysis, reflecting upon the reading or perhaps using the material provided on this 
	 sheet in order to assist in the assignment

_____	 Make sure that you incorporate at least two quotations from the assigned reading to inform some 		
	 sections from your analysis

_____	 Be ready to share some of your responses to the class or in small groups! Be an active participant in 	
	 the learning community. 

D - DISTURB

You may wish to consider…

• Elements from the reading that set on you the wrong 

way;

• Facts from the reading that may push you to look 

more deeply;

• Moments from the reading that made you 

uncomfortable as a reader—either through inferred 
events/interpretation or directly stated material. 

I - INTRIGUE or INTEREST 

You may wish to consider…

• Moments from the reading that gave you pause and 

made you think more;

• Parts from the reading that made you want to consider 

the text in a different way;

• Elements from the reading that you Googled or 

wanted to know more about. 

C - CONFUSE

You may wish to consider…

• Moments from the reading that you had to return to in 

order to read again;

• Sections from the reading that had you reflect and ask 

a friend or colleague in the class about;

• General moments that you in fact did not understand 

or “did not catch” the first time you read;

• Lingering elements that you would like to be 

answered. 

E - ENLIGHTEN or EDUCATE

You may wish to consider…

• Parts of the text that taught you something;

• Sections from the text that provided new light or a 

different way of thinking about a topic;

• Elements from the reading that pushed you to develop 

a new awareness about a topic, group of people, 
conceptualizations, theory, etc. 


