On writing of place: Lesson 1

Walden Bean field

Cannery Row

Log from Sea of Cortez

Flood Tide

Carmel

Directions:

Each person should skim the readings and choose one that you want to analyze.
Read your text

As you read highlight words or phrases that convey the feeling of the place.

When you are done reading go back and choose one sentence from the excerpt to read aloud to your
partners.

When everyone is ready one person should read their chose sentence and the others should respond to
the following prompts about that sentence. Go around the group ending with the person who initiated
the reading.

1. How does the description make you feel?
2. What questions does the description raise for you about what the text will be about?

Repeat with the other group members.

After everyone has shared discuss the following and have one person record the answers and be
prepared to share out.

3. What were some of the similarities between you and your partner’s texts? (words, rythmn,
repetition, etc.0

4. How were they different?

5. What tips can you learn from these texts? Write down at least one idea you have of how to
apply a technique from this exercise to your own writing. (be prepared to share with the class
at the end of class as we work to build up ideas on how to create narrative non-fiction writing)
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