
The Great Depression
and 

The Dustbowl 

“…the worst hard time…”

America in the 1930s





The American Great Plains 

Native grassland prairie
No major river/stream systems

Prone to natural extended periods of drought and rain
High winds

Vast migratory herds of buffalo



1862 Homestead Act
1914-1918 WWI wartime market for wheat

(200,000,000 acres converted from native grassland prairie to wheat)
1925 - gasoline engine introduces tractor farming 

1930 - severe extended drought of the Southwestern Great Plains
1930 - Bank panics and the Great Depression 

1939 – the rains finally come, The Grapes of Wrath published 








