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Chapter 1

pp. 1-12

QuickWrite:  Think of a time when you needed help and were refused.  Why were you refused?  How did being refused aid make you feel?

Vocabulary:

· feinted – faked; pretended

· avarice – greed for riches 
· indigent – poverty-stricken; poor

· suppliant – one who asks humbly or pleads

Focus Question:  Describe Kino and Juana’s community and way of life.

Comprehension Questions:

1. Explain what it means when it talks about the “songs” Kino hears.

2. How do Kino and his neighbors feel about the doctor?

3. How does Kino react to the doctor’s refusal?
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Chapter 2

pp. 13-20

QuickWrite:  Do you think people are encouraged to express their anger or to swallow and forget it?  What might be some positive aspects of voicing anger?  Why and when might it be better to hide angry feelings?

Vocabulary:

· poultice – a soft, moist mass of herbs applied to the body as medicine

· undulating – moving in waves, swelling 
· writhed – twisted and turned; twisted about

Focus Question:  Describe the lives of the pearl divers and their families.

Comprehension Questions:

1 Why does Kino open the large oyster last?

2 Describe Kino and Juana’s feelings and actions just before Kino opens the great pearl.

3 What cures Coyotito’s scorpion bite?
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Chapter 3

pp. 21-40

QuickWrite:  If you won the lottery or inherited a fortune, what would you do with it?

Vocabulary:

· judicious – showing good judgment

· lucent – clear and bright; crystal 
· furtive – done quickly; secretly

Focus Question:  How do you think the pearl will change Kino and Juana’s life?

Comprehension Questions:

1 What are Kino’s dreams for his family?

2 What is the real reason the doctor comes to Kino and Juana’s house?

3 Describe the priest.

4 Why does Juana want to throw the pearl away?
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Chapter 4

pp. 41-57

QuickWrite:  How would you react if someone tried to cheat you?  Would protesting and fighting be the brave and wise thing to do if it meant putting you and your family’s lives in danger or upsetting the community?

Vocabulary:

· collusion – a secret agreement

· coagulating – thickening 
· lethargy – tired dullness; lacking energy

Focus Question:  How do you predict Kino will be treated by the pearl dealers?

Comprehension Questions:

1. What clues does Steinbeck give to indicate that Kino will not receive a fair price for the pearl?

2. List the reasons the pearl dealers give Kino for offering him such a low price for his pearl.

3. What is Kino’s solution for selling his pearl at a fair price?
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Chapter 5

pp. 58-67

QuickWrite:  Have you ever been forced to do something because you said you would?  How did you feel?

Vocabulary:

· lament – expression of grief or sorrow

· leprosy – infectious disease 
Focus Question:  How are Kino’s and Juana’s lives changed forever?

Comprehension Questions:

1. Why did Juana give the pearl back to Kino after he is attacked?

2. Why doesn’t Kino take one of his neighbor’s canoes to help him escape?
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Chapter 6

pp. 68-90

Vocabulary:

· germane – closely connected; related to

· freshet – flood caused by heavy rain or melted snow

· amulet – locket, carved image, or other small object worn to ward off danger 
Focus Question:  How do you predict the story will end?

Comprehension Questions:

1. How does Kino try to outwit the trackers?

2. What does Kino try to convince Juana to do, for her safety’s sake?

3. Describe the events that lead to Coyotito’s death.

4. Why doesn’t Juana throw the pearl into the ocean when Kino offers it to her?
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Think-Tac-Toe

The Pearl by John Steinbeck

Directions: Complete three of the activities listed below in either one vertical or one diagonal row.

	List and describe the characters in the novel.  Be sure to include physical descriptions, actions/speech/behaviors, and interactions with others.


	Write a one paragraph summary for each chapter in the novel.  There should be a total of six paragraphs.
	Outline the plot of the novel.  Be sure to include the beginning/exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and the resolution.

	Examine the following symbols in the novel: the scorpion, the pearl, and Kino’s canoe.  What do they represent and why are

 they important to the story?


	Find examples which show how each of these themes is dealt with in the novel: greed, the natural world, and dignity.
	Pretend you are a reporter for the La Paz newspaper.  Create a transcript of an “interview” with Kino or Juana.

	Make up an alternate ending for the novel.  Begin the new ending from when Kino leaves Juana and Coyotito in the cave.
	Decide whether you think Kino should have kept the pearl.  Write a persuasive essay to influence him to your point of view.


	Compose a critical review for The Pearl.  Be sure to include criteria used to judge the novel, strengths and weaknesses, and if you would recommend the novel.
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