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My lesson plan is a research paper for 11th grade American Literature. After reading The Grapes of Wrath, students will choose a topic of interest to them that is related to the book. We will then spend about a month completing the paper step by step.

I have included the entire packet I give my students, which includes specific instructions and parameters for the paper, templates for their research plan and full sentence outline, and exemplars for how to do their notecards, source cards, and introductory paragraph. I have also included general writing rules which they can use as a checklist before submitting their final paper and the rubric with which I will be grading it.

We work about two days per week in class and the rest they need to do on their own. I meet with them to approve their topic and again at the rough draft stage to make sure they aren’t missing anything major. 

Although it is not included in the packet yet, I also plan on expanding the project to include an oral presentation aspect which would include the use of other media, such as photography, music, and / or video.

The rubric I use is based on 6+1 traits, which I teach and use in my classroom all year.

Steinbeck Research Paper – English III
Objective: 
Students will use research and writing skills to explore a topic related to John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath. They will evaluate sources for validity and relevance and compose a research paper which synthesizes information from several sources and makes connections between the primary text and their chosen topic.
This will be your major research and writing project for the year. You will be using the research skills learned in your persuasive essay and the analysis skills you learned when writing your Frederick Douglass essay, but on a larger scale. 

Some possible topics:
the “Dirty 30’s” – many subtopics under this topic – weather phenomena, the economy, etc.
the evolution of soil conservation techniques

the photography of Dorthea Lange

music related to the book

the life or career of Steinbeck

issues throughout California’s history with migrant workers

nutrition or lack thereof and its effects on children
labor unions among farm workers

Route 66

publicity surrounding the publication of the book

family dynamics

poverty

These are just a few examples. Please feel free to take your explorations in a direction which interests you, as long as you can connect it to the book in a meaningful way.

You will compose a research-based literary analysis paper of 1200-1500 words (4-6 pages) using at least six reliable sources including at least one scholarly journal article.
The final paper will be due May 17th.
Tentative schedule is as follows:

April 19-21: we will be researching in the library. A research plan including your topic and 3 sources will be due at the beginning of class April 25th. (25 points)
April 25th:  50 note cards and 6 source cards due (50 points)
May 4: detailed typed outline and working bibliography (25 points)
May 9-12: Rough drafts due – during these days I will look over your paper and conference one-on-one with you (50 points)

May 17: Final papers due to Turnitin.com (200 points)
Note: No points will be given if you miss one of the mini-deadlines. For example, if you do not turn in your note cards on April 25, just because you have notecards when you do your outline, you will not get the points – you receive 0 out of 50. This paper is a process and it is very important to follow the steps and not to get behind. If you run into problems, please come and see me for help – do not wait until the due date.
Research Plan                 Name:

1. What is your topic? How will you make the connection to The Grapes of Wrath?
2. Describe what you know about your topic.

3. Tell what you want to learn about.
4. Describe your plan for collecting information about your topic.
5. What is the central idea of your topic? (This will become your thesis.)

6. Provide a preliminary bibliography (at least 3 sources)

Note cards

Rules for note cards:

1. Put only one fact on a note card

2. Put the source number at the top right hand corner

3. Put the topic at the top left hand corner

4. Quote the source exactly

For example: The main topics covered in my Anne Bradstreet paper are: 1) role of family in her life, 2) life experiences that influenced her writing, 3) attitudes of people toward her writing 4) experiences of typical Puritan women

In the Norton Anthology, I found the following information about Anne Bradstreet and put it on a note card:


Now when I use this information in my essay, I will paraphrase it, which means change the wording completely, but it still needs to be cited. For example:

Anne Bradstreet did not plan on being a published author, but her brother-in-law John Woodbridge took some of her poetry to London and had it published without her knowledge (Baym 238).
Using this technique for your note cards allows you to arrange and rearrange your information for your essay, always have your citation information at hand, and know how the information was worded in your source, so you can avoid plagiarizing. 

Source Cards

Your Source Cards will be numbered and contain the same information you will need for your works cited list and to properly cite information within your essay.

For example this is what two of my source cards would look like for my Anne Bradstreet paper.



Full Sentence Outline


The following includes the necessary information for your final outline.  Your outline can have more components than this one, but it should not have less. Each entry in your outline must be a complete sentence. From here you will write your rough draft.
I. Introduction should include the following elements:
    A. Attention Getter (Quote: either secondary or primary, Startling Statistic, Anecdote, etc.)
    B. Title and author of primary text
    C. Transition to Central idea
    D. Central Idea (Previews the general topic of the paper)
    E. Thesis Statement (Introduces the specific ideas to be discussed in the paper)
II. Body Paragraph 1 - Topic Sentence
    A. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    B. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    C. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    D. Any additional elaboration needed to explain support and connect it to the main idea being discussed
    E. Conclusion/Transition to next point
III. Body Paragraph 2 - Topic Sentence
   A. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    B. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    C. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    D. Any additional elaboration needed to explain support and connect it to the main idea being discussed
    E. Conclusion/Transition to next point
IV. Body Paragraph 3 - Topic Sentence
   A. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    B. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    C. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    D. Any additional elaboration needed to explain support and connect it to the main idea being discussed
    E. Conclusion/Transition to next point
V. Body Paragraph 4 - Topic Sentence
   A. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    B. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    C. Primary or Secondary Source (quote, paraphrase with proper citation)
        1. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
        2. explain detail (Elaboration Sentence)
    D. Any additional elaboration needed to explain support and connect it to the main idea being discussed
    E. Conclusion/Transition to next point
VI. Conclusion should include the following elements:

    *Restate Thesis (Don't just rewrite it!)
    *Central Idea
    *Sum up argument (More than a few sentences)
    *Clincher (An idea that concludes your point and/or leaves the reader wanting to learn more about the next logical subject)
 
 
Jane Doe

Mrs. Weber

English III

10 March 2010

Anne Bradstreet: Rebel with a Cause


“Give thyme and parsley wreath, I ask no bays; / This mean and unrefined ore of mine / Will make your glist’ring gold but more to shine (Bradstreet, “The Prologue” 46-48). These words reveal a woman who is humble and yet cognizant of her talent. She is referring to the superior abilities which men were believed to have had in seventeenth century Puritan society, acknowledging their dominance, but also humbly asking for her small share of the spotlight. Anne Bradstreet had been brought up in and later married into very strict Puritan households, yet she broke with tradition and became the first notable American poet and the first woman to be published in America. Despite being ill almost her entire life and often having to manage her home by herself, due to the fact that her husband was often gone on business, Bradstreet raised eight children and still found time to write. She was a devout Puritan wife and mother, which she clearly expressed in poems such as “To My Dear and Loving Husband” and “Here Follows Some Verses upon the Burning of our House July 10th, 1966.” Her writing left no doubt as to her dedication to God and her family, and likely served as an inspiration to other women, even as they challenged some common perceptions of the era. 

General Rules for Writing

1.  Do not use unnecessary abbreviations. 

2.  Do not use contractions.  

3. Spell out numbers under 10.

4. Spell out numbers that start a sentence

5. Hyphenate spelled-out compound numbers from twenty-one through ninety-nine. 

6. Do not use first or second person pronouns – I, we, you

7. Try not to end a sentence with a preposition. 

8. Try not to split an infinitive. 

9. Do not start sentences with a conjunction – And, but, so, etc.

10. Remember:  Cannot is spelled as one word, not two. 

11. Remember:  The phrase a lot is made up of two words, not one, and, due to its frequent overuse, should be avoided whenever possible. 

12. Never use this, that, these, or those without a clear antecedent.  Rather than use any of these words as vague pronoun references, either follow them with a specific noun or replace them with a specific noun. 

13. Avoid beginning sentences with there is and there are whenever possible.  These words often add to wordiness and delay your subject.

14. Use active voice verbs to add interest to your writing.  Using too many linking verbs (such as is, are, was, and were) or passive voice verbs makes very dull reading. 

15. Use appropriate transitions for clarity, coherence, and smoothness of movement.  Otherwise, your writing will be choppy and your ideas hard to follow. 

16.  Vary your sentence structure. Too many short, simple sentences make your writing elementary, and too many long, convoluted sentences make your writing confusing.

17. Do not write the way you speak when writing a formal essay.

English III Research Paper Assessment

​Research Conventions

Correct Parenthetical Citations


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Works Cited Page




1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15


*Alphabetical Order


*Hanging Indentation


*Double Spaced


*Correct Punctuation


*All Components Present
Grammar/Spelling/Format



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

*Title Page


*Double Space


*Header


*Page Number

Word Choice
Paraphrasing/Summarizing



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Direct Quotations




1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Ideas
Specific Support for Thesis



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Integrating Sources




1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Strength of Sources




1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Minimum of Six Sources



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Organization

Attention Getter




1 2 3 4 5
Transitional Sentences in Intro


1 2 3 4 5
Thesis Statement




1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Body Paragraphs




1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Conclusion





1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Voice

Academic/Formal




1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
*Tone is appropriate for topic, audience and purpose

No 1st or 2nd person pronouns 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
    
*Do not use “I,” “me, “my,” “we,” “you,” “your,” etc.

Sentence Fluency

Transitions





1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Structure





1 2 3 4 5 

Sentences flow effectively, quotations are blended
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10





Total


__________(200)
Family                                                              1








Quite unbeknown to her, her brother-in-law, John Woodbridge, pastor of the Andover church, brought with him to London a manuscript collection of her poetry and had it printed there in 1650. (Baym 238) 
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